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REPORT TITLE: JOINT COMMITTEE GOVERNANCE REVIEW  
 
AUTHOR:   BEN MOSLEY, HEAD OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE – BCC 
 
 

1. Purpose of Report  
 
 
1 West of England Mayors and Leaders are committed to building a culture of trust in 

political and public engagement, developing a shared vision for sustainable and 
inclusive economic growth for the region and ensuring that effective governance 
processes exist to maximise strategy development, collaborative decision making 
and delivery. 

 

1.1 The governance of the Joint Committee has been in place for 5 years and needs to 
be reviewed. The committee is able to deal with any relevant functions that fall 
outside those set out in the West of England Combined Authority Order 2017. 
Importantly as being the only democratically elected strategic decision making body 
that covers all areas of the West of England, this includes the receipt of any relevant 
recommendations from the Local Enterprise Partnership Business Board – which is 
coterminous with the Joint Committee area. It also includes significant past and 
present regional funding streams and programmes (Economic Development Fund, 
Regional Growth Fund and Invest in Bristol and Bath), and other matters of regional 
significance relevant to the committee. 
 

1.2 This report sets out a series of recommendations to renew the governance 
arrangements for the West of England Joint Committee that will ensure effective 
collaboration between all West of England authorities as a way of ensuring maximum 
impact. This includes recommendations concerning the governance arrangements 
of the Joint Committee including a review of the Joint Committee’s Standing Orders; 
hosting arrangements; a protocol for the co-production of proposals & reports; 
greater transparency and accountability in decision making; and regular reporting of 
Joint Committee programmes and initiatives. 

 

1.3 Monitoring Officers and Finance Officers have reviewed the governance 
arrangements in place for the Economic Development Fund, Local Growth Fund and 
Revolving Infrastructure Fund.   Recommendations have been set out concerning 
the management and governance arrangements of these funds, having regard to 
the benefits of the One Front Door approach.  
 

1.4  This report  confirms the importance of maintaining and strengthening the links 
between the Unitary Authorities and the West of England LEP, building on the 
successes over the last 10 years. West of England Unitary Authorities are keen to 
ensure the foundations are in place for the Joint Committee to consider wider 
strategic priorities with the LEP, which can be advanced through the Combined 
Authority, Western Gateway and directly with Government. This also includes 
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proposals to improve transparency and accountability by strengthening the public 
profile of the Joint Committee and its activities.  
 

1.5 This report has been produced by UA CEOs, in consultation with the Monitoring 
Officers of the Unitary Authorities, S151 Officers.  

 

2) Recommendations 
 

1)  The Joint Committee is to be re-established with new governance arrangements 
that make accountability clearer, and decision making more transparent. This 
includes the receipt of any relevant recommendations from the Local Enterprise 
Partnership Business Board, and any other relevant legacy matters that involve both 
the West of England Combined Authority area and the area of North Somerset 
Council. 
 

2) Joint Committee will play its full role in the development of strategy for the West of 
England region as a whole, working with the LEP, Combined Authority and Western 
Gateway and other partners to advocate for the region with Government and other 
stakeholders.    
 

3) That the four Unitary Authorities (Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council, 
Bath and North East Somerset Council, North Somerset Council) agree to dissolve 
the existing Joint Committee arrangements subject to new Standing Orders being 
agreed by the Joint Committee, subject to Unitary Authority council governance 
processes. 

 

4) Monitoring Officers will produce new standing orders which be considered at the 
next meeting of the Joint Committee. The new standing orders will include provisions 
which detail arrangements for the management of Joint Committee meetings and 
agenda setting; election of a chair; the co-production of reports; voting 
arrangements; the relationship with the Combined Authority; and the role of the 
Combined Authority Mayor.   
 

5) One Front Door funding administrative arrangements should continue with regards 
to relevant funds such as the Economic Development Fund and Resolving 
Infrastructure Fund. 
 

6) To ensure clearer accountability of the Joint Committee, approve the principle that 
for those funds that are the responsibility of the 4 Unitary Authorities, for example 
the Economic Development Fund, reports will be commissioned by the Committee 
and signed-off by Unitary Authority (UA) CEOs in partnership with the CEO of the 
LEP before publication. Any delegated decision making will be to UA CEOs in 
consultation with UA leaders, recognising relevant accountability and governance 
requirements.  

 

7) Note the Government White Paper "Levelling Up the United Kingdom”, published on 
2 February 2022, proposes changes to the current framework for the governance 
and funding of LEPs. To welcome the agreement of the LEP Board to establish  a 
working group, comprising representatives from the Combined Authority, the LEP, 
North Somerset and a representative from the three other Unitaries to consider 
options and proposals regarding the future governance of the LEP to bring before 
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the respective bodies in the early summer.   
 

8) Note the letter received from the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities regarding ‘Integrating Local Enterprise Partnerships into local 
democratic institutions’ on 31st March 2022. Note that  bespoke arrangements to 
maintain West of England LEP will need to be developed, and welcome the 
opportunity to be engaged in the development of a preferred option. 
 

9) To provide greater transparency and accountability the Joint Committee will 
produce an annual report which will detail its activities and set out its priorities for 
the year ahead.  Regular updates are to be provided at Joint Committee meeting 
regarding the work of the Western Gateway including engagement with 
Government and other key stakeholders. 

 
10) Good governance and accountability require that the West of England Joint 

Committee should have a clear and distinguishable identity, distinct from the 
Combined Authority. The Joint Committee is to establish its own online presence 
whereby committee reports, and decisions can be clearly accessed by the public. 
This will provide public access to the Joint Committee’s standing orders and terms 
of reference to support the public’s understanding of its role and purpose. 

 
 

3) Background & Issues for Consideration  
 

3.1  All parties are committed to the success of the West of England as a region and raising 
the profile of the region both nationally and internationally. 
 

3.2  The West of England Joint Committee is established under Section 101(5) of the Local 
Government Act 1972, as applied by Section 20 of the Local Government Act 2000 and 
Regulation 11 of the Local Authorities (Arrangements for the Discharge of Functions) 
(England) Regulations 2012 by the Executives of Bath and North East Somerset 
Council, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council, North Somerset Council.  

 
3.3 Since January 2020, the West of England Joint Committee has generally met jointly with 

the West of England Combined Authority Committee – this joint meeting was the main 
member decision-taking meeting.  Prior to January 2020, the Combined Authority 
Committee and the Joint Committee met separately on the same day.  To streamline 
arrangements and to enable more efficient meetings, Mayors and Leaders agreed in 
January 2020 that the Combined Authority Committee and the Joint Committee should 
in future meet together at a joint meeting.  This enabled, for example, all reports to be 
published as one, unified agenda and meant that one public forum session could take 
place near the start of the meeting.  The two committees were separate bodies in legal 
terms but met together. 

 
3.4 However due to legal advice received regarding the voting arrangements of the Joint 

Committee, Unitary Authority leaders unanimously agreed in December 2021 to review 
the governance arrangements of the Joint Committee.  

 
3.5 In December 2021 the Joint Committee resolved: 

 

• To commission the Monitoring Officers of the Unitary Authorities which constitute 
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the Joint Committee to review the Joint Committee’s current constitutional 
arrangements and to make recommendations which will be considered by the 
Joint Committee by March 2022. 

• To implement a review into the governance and administration of the Joint 
Committee’s funding streams and to commission the Chief Executives and 
Monitoring Officers of the four Unitary Authorities to work with the LEP Board and 
CEO to review the administrative arrangements for Joint Committee’s investment 
sources including the Local Growth Fund (LGF), Economic Development Fund 
(EDF), Revolving Infrastructure Fund (RIF), having regard to the advantages of 
the single pot approach and flexibility across funding programmes. 
Recommendations from the review to be formally reported to the LEP Board and 
then to Joint Committee. 

• To requisition a meeting of the Joint Committee by March 2022 at Weston-super- 
Mare’s Town Hall to consider the next steps. 
 

3.6  This report has been developed in accordance with the resolution passed by Joint 
Committee. Monitoring Officers of the Unitary Authorities which constitute the Joint 
Committee have reviewed the Joint Committee’s current constitutional and 
administrative arrangements and made a series of recommendations on how they could 
be improved.  
 

3.7 There has been engagement with the Chief Executives, S.151 Officers and Monitoring 
Officers of the four Unitary Authorities and the Chair of the LEP Board and its CEO 
regarding administrative arrangements for Joint Committee’s investment sources.  

 
3.8  In February 2022 the Government published the “Levelling Up the United Kingdom 

White Paper”, which encourages the integration of LEPs and their business board into 
Mayoral Combined Authorities. This poses a challenge to the West of England, given 
that North Somerset is not part of WECA.  Further detail over transition arrangements 
for LEPs has been recently published and this report has been updated to reflect the 
latest position.  

 
3.9 North Somerset is a key part of the West of England region. While North Somerset is 

not a member of the West of England Combined Authority, all partners recognise the 
importance of the strategic relationship with North Somerset in delivering the key 
infrastructure priorities in the region. 

3.10 Within this context the Joint Committee remains committed to bringing together 
business, the region’s councils and the Combined Authority to promote the local 
economy of the West of England. 

 
3.11 The Government’s devolution agenda has changed since the Joint Committee was 

established in 2017. Pan regional partnerships have emerged as a key part of the 
regional development infrastructure, providing an extended network of collaborators and 
a strong regional brand. The Western Gateway is a cross-border economic partnership 
of Local Authorities, City Regions, LEPs, universities and business across Western 
England and South Wales, which works closely with both Governments in Wales and 
Westminster. Working together it offers to bring additionality and amplification to the 
area’s existing strategies and structures. The Western Gateway has quickly gained 
traction and profile with Government and is cited within the White Paper as an initiative 
that demonstrates “the benefits that can be achieved through effective cross-border 
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collaboration”, bringing together local leaders and the private sector to drive growth. 
  
 

4. Governance Structure, Transparency and Accountability in Decision Making 
 

4.1  Monitoring Officers from across the four Unitary Authority members of the Joint 
Committee have been engaged in a ‘Governance Review’ exercise of the current Joint 
Committee arrangements.  
 

4.2 The West of England Joint Committee is established under Section 101(5) of the Local 
Government Act 1972, as applied by Section 9EB of the Local Government Act 2000 
and Regulation 11 of the Local Authorities (Arrangements for the Discharge of Functions 
(England) Regulations 2012 by the Executives of Bath and North East Somerset 
Council, Bristol City Council, South Gloucestershire Council, North Somerset Council.  
 

4.3 The Joint Committee was established to deal with any relevant functions that fall outside 
those set out in the West of England Combined Authority Order 2017; in particular work 
on joint plans e.g. Joint Transport Plan, the receipt of any relevant recommendations 
from the Local Enterprise Partnership Business Board and any other relevant legacy 
matters that involve the West of England Combined Authority area and the area of North 
Somerset Council. 
 

4.4 Since January 2020, the West of England Joint Committee has generally met jointly with 
the West of England Combined Authority Committee – this joint meeting is the main 
member decision-taking meeting.  Prior to January 2020, the Combined Authority 
Committee and the Joint Committee met separately on the same day.  To streamline 
arrangements and to enable more efficient meetings, Mayors and Leaders agreed in 
January 2020 that the Combined Authority Committee and the Joint Committee should 
in future meet together at a joint meeting. This practice was discontinued from 
December 2021. 

 
4.5 The arrangement has led to an inappropriate merging of constitutional arrangements 

between the Joint Committee and Combined Authority Committee which has resulted 
in confusion regarding the respective roles and responsibilities of the two bodies.  

 

4.6 In December 2021, the Joint Committee noted that the Metro Mayor does not have a 
right of veto on matters relating to the Joint Committee; all voting is by way of a simple 
majority of those present and voting will exclude the Metro Mayor for the particular items 
set out in the Joint Committee’s Terms of Reference.  

 
4.7 Joint Committee’s Terms of Reference are contained within the constitution of West of 

England Combined Authority.  Standing Orders (Descriptions and Rules of Procedure), 
that apply to a meeting of the West of England Combined Authority also apply to 
meetings of the Joint Committee save that the voting arrangements applicable to the 
Joint Committee. 

 
4.8 These arrangements do not provide a clear distinction between the rules and 

procedures that govern Joint Committee and those of the Combined Authority. As such, 
to provide greater clarity regarding the role and responsibilities of the committee it is 
recommended that Joint Committee has a new set of Standing Orders, that are 
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independent of those which are set out in the Constitution of the Combined Authority. 
This will ensure there is greater clarity regarding the functions and procedures of these 
two committees going forward. This would require that Joint Committee dissolve its 
current arrangements.  

 
4.9 A new set of Standing Orders are to be developed by the Monitoring Officers of the four 

Unitary Authorities that constitute the Joint Committee. The new draft Standing Orders 
for the Joint Committee will update the Joint Committee’s roles and responsibilities, 
delegations and voting arrangements to reflect the changes that have taken place since 
2017.  

 
4.10 Should the Joint Committee approve the recommendation of this report, Monitoring 

Officers of the region’s four Unitary Authorities will develop new Standing Orders which 
will need to be agreed by each constituent Council of the Joint Committee at an 
Executive or Full Council meeting. The current Joint Committee arrangements will 
remain in place until each constituent council of the Joint Committee agrees to re-
constitute the Joint Committee on the new standing orders proposed by the Monitoring 
Officers.  

 
4.11 It is recommended that several key changes are contained within the new  standing 

orders which are outlined below which will be implemented should recommendation one 
of this report be implemented: 

 

o Meetings: The West of England Joint Committee has met jointly with the West 
of England Combined Authority Committee. While this arrangement was 
introduced as an efficiency measure to reduce the number of public meetings, it 
has resulted in the decision making of the two committee effectively being 
merged, blurring the lines between roles and responsibilities and authority to take 
decision. To address the challenge and improve transparency over decision 
making, it is recommended that the joint meetings of the West of England 
Combined Authority and Joint Committee do not continue and that both 
committees meet independently. This would require the publication of separate 
forward plans, agendas, papers and minutes detailing decisions taken at each 
committee will be required, providing the public with greater transparency 
regarding decision making. Recommendation: Joint Committee meetings to be 
separate and independent of Combined Authority meetings. Joint Committee 
meeting can be held on the same day and in the same venue as Combined 
Authority meetings.  

o Chair & agenda setting: At presented the Joint Committee is chaired by the 
Combined Authority Mayor, which was agreed by Joint Committee in June 2021. 
To maintain its distinction from the Combined Authority and recognising the 
geography of the Joint Committee is wider than that of Combined Authority, it is 
recommended that the Chair of the Joint Committee should be elected from 
among the four constituent authorities of the Joint Committee. The Chair will be 
responsible for setting the agenda for Joint Committee meetings in agreement 
with Joint Committee Leaders and for chairing meetings of the Joint Committee. 
It is recommended that all members of the Joint Committee be invited to attend 
agenda setting meetings in advance of the publication of Joint Committee 
agenda papers.  

o  Co-production of reports:  Co-production is a fundamental principle for a 
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successful joint working arrangement and that applies across all structures of the 
governance and delivery processes. At present Joint Committee reports are 
mainly produced by officers of the Combined Authority. To help all members of 
the Joint Committee avoid circumstances where proposals are presented without 
the full engagement of the relevant Unitary Authority leads and where new 
resources are committed without a clear understanding of the existing capacity 
to deliver, it is proposed that a clear process for the co-production of reports is 
adopted. It is recommended that a new standard section is included in the Joint 
Committee report format requiring a description of the liaison/co-production 
activity that has taken place across the authorities and where relevant the wider 
LEP Board in developing proposals. 

o Relationship with the Combined Authority:  The West of England Joint 
Committee will continue to work closely with the Combined Authority. This 
relationship is fundamental to its success. The Joint Committee will continue to 
contribute to the following work that will be led by the West of England Combined 
Authority: 

▪ The delivery and development of key strategies to improve the economic 
condition across the West of England area. 

▪ Agreement and delivery of a set of strategic priorities that enables the 
region to deliver on its climate commitments. 

▪ West of England Growth Fund Review 
▪ Support the West of England Growth Hub 
▪ Support Invest Bristol & Bath 
▪ Championing the delivery of policy, projects and programmes of work that 

enables the region to deliver on its climate commitments. 
o Role of the Combined Authority Mayor: Matters requiring a decision on the 

following functions are to be determined by a majority of those Members in 
attendance, or their substitutes (one vote representing each Authority) and 
including the West of England Combined Authority Mayor subject to the to the 
proviso that any such matter that solely impacts the area of a single unitary 
authority requires that unitary authority to vote in favour of the proposal: 

▪ West of England One Front Door Programme Schemes  
▪ West of England Growth Fund Review 
▪ Support the West of England Growth Hub 
▪ Support Invest Bristol & Bath 

 
4.12 It is proposed that through a decision to be taken via the Joint Committee, the four 

Unitary Authorities and the West of England Combined Authority consider and agree to 
adopt the new standing orders so that Joint Committee can be reconstituted on the new 
standing orders by June 2022.  
 

4.13 The LEP Board will continue to provide a business perspective and make 
recommendations to the West of England Joint Committee. A programme of sequential 
meetings of the LEP Board and West of England Joint Committee should continue to 
support this process and timely decision making. The LEP Board and Chair will continue 
to play a key advisory role and make recommendations that are considered by the Joint 
Committee, which will continueto take full account of these recommendations in its 
decision making. The Chair of the LEP Board will continue to participate as a non-voting 
member in the meetings of Joint Committee. Further recommendations to strengthen 
the relationship of the LEP and Joint Committee are set out in section 6.  
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5. Finance and Investment arrangements 

 
5.1 The Joint Committee oversees the following funding streams: 

o Economic Development Fund – £500m fund created from retained business rate 
growth across the West of England Enterprise Zone and Areas. The fund runs 
for 25 years from 2014 until 2039, is focused on supporting capital infrastructure 
to unlock job creation in the Enterprise Zone and Areas. 

o Local Growth Fund – through Growth Deals, (GD 1 & 2, GD 3 Award), the West 
of England LEP secured a total of £202.1m from the government’s Local Growth 
Fund that will be invested in the West of England from 2015 – 2021.  This funding, 
which is capital only, will be matched by over £200m of additional investment 
from local partners and the private sector, and together will create over 9,000 
jobs. This funding stream expired in 2021.  

o Revolving Infrastructure Fund – this fund is worth £56.7m and is made up of two 
elements including £16.9m from the Growing Places fund and £39.8m from the 
Regional Growth Fund (RGF). The fund’s purpose is to drive economic growth 
and is used to front end the infrastructure required to enable development.  Open 
to the four local authorities, the fund is largely capital and is required to be repaid 
in order to keep the fund revolving. 

o Getting Building Fund – £13.7M capital funding to help complete major projects 
which are planned to stimulate jobs and support the region’s economic recovery. 
To create or safeguard 2,403 jobs, plus another 153 during construction, while 
also benefiting more than 265 business. 

 
5.2   Matters requiring a decision on these funding streams (with exception of the Local 

Growth Fund) are determined by a majority of Members of the Joint Committee present 
and voting, excluding the West of England Combined Authority Mayor, subject to the 
proviso that any such matter that solely impacts the area of a single unitary authority 
requires that unitary authority to vote in favour of the proposal.  
 

5.3 Currently schemes coming forward through the Economic Development Fund (EDF), 
and new schemes through the Revolving Infrastructure Fund (RIF) will pass through the 
One Front Door process. This means that all projects follow a 2 stage approval process, 
Outline and then Full Business Case with Highlight Reporting for ongoing management. 

 
5.4 The One Front Door process was adopted by the West of England Joint Committee in 

2017. This approach was developed for the identification, development, approval and 
change management for schemes seeking funding through the LEP Local Growth, 
Economic Development & Revolving Infrastructure Funds. This involves  
recommendations being made by the Chief Executives of the Local Enterprise  
Partnership and the four local authorities, oversight by the LEP Board and formal 
decision making by the West of England Joint Committee. For schemes within the 
Economic Development Fund (EDF) advice is provided by the four Council S151  
officers as part of the business case approval decision.  

 
5.5 The aim of the 'One Front Door' approach was to establish a consistent and transparent 

approach that oversees a wide range of programmes regardless of their funding source. 
It is recognised that transparency, accountability and ensuring value for money must be 
central to these arrangements, and Government have set out their expectations in this 
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regard in the ‘National Local Growth Assurance Framework’ guidance. The way that 
these requirements are met is set out in the West of England Local Growth Assurance 
Framework. 

 
5.6 However, in practice in recent years proposals to access these funds have been largely 

developed by the Combined Authority with varying levels of coproduction with Unitary 
Authorities. This has led to frustration that proposals are not being meaningfully 
coproduced with Unitary Authorities, giving the Combined Authority an undue amount 
of influence over the allocation of these funds.  

 
5.7 In December 2021, the Joint Committee resolved to: “implement a review into the 

governance and administration of the Joint Committee’s funding streams and to 
commission the Chief Executives and Monitoring Officers of the four Unitary Authorities 
to work with the LEP Board and CEO to review the administrative arrangements for Joint 
Committee’s investment sources including the Local Growth Fund (LGF), Economic 
Development Fund (EDF), Revolving Infrastructure Fund (RIF), having regard to the 
advantages of the single pot approach and flexibility across funding programmes. 
Recommendations from the review to be formally reported to the LEP Board and then 
to Joint Committee.” 

 
5.8 Chief Executives, Monitoring Officers and Finance Officers from the of the four Unitary 

Authorities that constitute the Joint Committee have reviewed the administrative 
arrangements for Joint Committee’s investment sources. 

 
5.9  The current arrangements could be used to better affect through comprehensive ‘co-

production’ of proposals ensuring these are embedded into Joint committee’s ways of 
working and contained within the committee’s Standing Orders. In effect this would 
require any proposal to utilise these funds will only be considered by the Joint 
Committee once the Combined Authority as the accountable body can demonstrate the 
proposal has been ‘co-produced’ by all partners, including the LEP. It is therefore 
recommended that reports for the Joint Committee can only be published with the 
agreement of the majority of the CEOs of the Unitary Authorities or their designated 
representative. 
  

6. Strengthen the relationship between the Unitary Authorities, Joint Committee and 
the West of England LEP 

 
6.1 The Government’s Levelling Up White Paper recognises that Local Enterprise 

Partnerships (LEPs) play an important role in bringing together stakeholders from local 
authorities and businesses. The paper includes a commitment to retain the key 
strengths of LEPs as local, business-oriented institutions in supporting private sector 
partnerships and economic clusters.  
 

6.2 The Government’s White Paper encourages the integration of LEPs and their business 
boards into Mayoral Combined Authorities where geographies align. In the West of 
England, Leaders recognise the LEP has played an important role in representing the 
voice of businesses on the Joint Committee and within the Combined Authority.  

 
6.3  Nationally the Government has recognised that LEPs have acted as important 

organisational means of bringing together businesses and local leaders to drive 
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economic growth across England. LEPs are responsible for the delivery of a number of 
major funding streams. The Government wants to retain the key strengths of LEPs in 
supporting private sector partnerships and economic clusters, while at the same time 
better integrating their services and business voice into the UK Government’s new 
devolution plans. 

  
6.4 To that end, the UK Government is encouraging the integration of LEPs and their 

business boards into MCAs, the GLA and County Deals, where these exist. Where a 
devolution deal does not yet exist, LEPs will continue to play their vital role in supporting 
local businesses and the local economy. Where devolution deals cover part of a LEP, 
the Government has stated this will be looked at on a case by case basis. Further detail 
on this transition has recently been published.  

 
6.5 The West of England devolution deal, as it does not include North Somerset, is not 

coterminous with the LEP area. As such the guidance indicates a local solution will 
need to be developed on a ‘case-by-case’ basis The guidance makes clear that in this 
scenario further legal advice may need to be commissioned on what options are 
legally permissible in each area, and that the mechanism for delivery should also be 
jointly developed between the CA and North Somerset Council. The Joint Committee 
welcomes the decision of the LEP Board to set up a working group to review options 
of what a local solution could look like, and to enable the most appropriate option to be 
taken forward in line with Government policy. 

 
6.6  Until agreement regarding the expansion of the Combined Authority is reached, it is 

likely the Joint Committee and West of England LEP (or its successor arrangements) 
will be required to continue to perform their respective roles. Subject to legislation, this 
could be for at least a further 3 years. 

 
6.7 Joint Committee Unitary Authority Leaders recognise the important role the LEP has in 

facilitating strategic conversations in the region. Unitary Authorities Leaders are keen to 
ensure that the function of the LEP continues its important work and that the foundations 
are in place for the Joint Committee to consider wider strategic priorities with the LEP 
(or its successor) which can be advanced through the Western Gateway and with 
Government. 

 
6.8  The Joint Committee should consider establishing a joint working group with the LEP 

Board (or its successor post the Levelling Up devolution changes) to identify future 
strategic agenda items for the Committee to focus its resources.  To enable these 
important strategic conversations to take place Joint Committee should consider 
establishing a series of quarterly meetings with a core group of LEP Board members 
and Unitary Authority CEOs. These considerations could also form part of the ongoing 
work around the future of LEP structure under the Levelling Up proposals. 

 
6.9 These meetings could help enable greater information sharing, idea generation and 

support the tracking of progress and delivery of key projects as well as develop 
proposals for future areas of work. The meetings would also serve a direct link between 
the LEP (its successor) and Unitary Authorities which will encourage leaders to maintain 
these strategically important relationships.  
 

7. Strengthen the public profile of the Joint Committee 
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7.1 The Joint Committee provides the opportunity for all Unitarity Authority partners in the 
WoE, including North Somerset, to collaborate and access the Economic 
Development and Revolving Infrastructure Funding. To demonstrate the value and 
importance of this relationship and to provide greater transparency, the Joint 
Committee and the LEP should consider producing an annual report of its activities so 
that local leaders, business and the public can see clearly the value to this 
strategically important relationship and how it supports the delivery of key projects 
throughout the region.  

 
Western Gateway  

 
7.2 In the Levelling up White Paper, the Government recognises the convening power of 

local leaders and is committed to working with stakeholders to strengthen and deepen 
partnership working to drive local growth. In particular, it recognises the work of the 
Western Gateway, an economic partnership of local authorities, city regions, LEPs 
working in close collaboration with governments in Westminster and Wales, that 
demonstrates the benefits that can be achieved through effective cross-border 
collaboration. 
 

7.3 The Joint Committee should capitalise on the Government’s support for the Western 
Gateway and actively work with the LEP Board to ensure this partnership achieves its 
full potential. Joint Committee leaders should consider establishing a working group 
with the LEP to identify regional priorities which should be promoted and progressed 
through the partnership. The working group should bring regular updates to Joint 
Committee meeting to inform their work with the Western Gateway. Leaders may also 
want to consider inviting the Chair of the Western Gateway to give an annual update 
report to the Joint Committee and LEP, which could support leaders to identify 
opportunities for greater collaboration within the wider partnership and support 
engagement with Government.  

 

Promoting the Joint Committee  
 

7.4 In the interests of public transparency and accountability, the West of England Joint 
Committee should have clear and distinguishable identity that is distinct from the 
Combined Authority.  
 

7.5 The Joint Committee should consider producing an annual report of its activities and 
decisions that should be agreed by Joint Committee leaders and presented to Unitary 
Authority Council meetings for noting.  

 
7.6 The Joint Committee should consider commissioning its own branding and logo which 

should be visible on any material produced by projects which received Joint Committee 
investment.  
 

7.7 The Joint Committee may wish to consider establishing its own website whereby 
committee reports, and decisions can be clearly accessed by the public. The website 
would provide public access to the Joint Committee’s standing orders and terms of 
reference to support the public’s understanding of its role and purpose. Such a facility 
could also be used to share position statements and strategies agreed by the Joint 
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Committee as well as updates of the Joint Committee recent activities.  
 

8. Next Steps  
 
8.1 Should the recommendations of this report be approved by committee, the Monitoring 
Officers of the Unitary Authorities will develop a new set of standing orders for the Joint 
Committee which will be presented to committee by June 2022.   


